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What is PIARC
Addressing membersô expectations

ÅNon-political, non-profit association established in 1909

ÅAim: promote international cooperation on issues related to 

roads and road transport

ÅConsultative Status on the Economical and Social Council of 

United Nations

ÅWith its broad membership and geographic diversity, the 

vision of the World Road Association is to become:

ñThe world leader in the exchange of knowledge on roads

and road transport policy and practices within the context

of integrated, sustainable transport.ò

ÅRecognised for the quality of our outputs
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PIARCôsFour key missions

ÅBe a leading international forum for analysis and 

discussion of the full spectrum of transport issues related to 

roads and related transport; 

ÅIdentify, develop, and disseminate best practice and give

better access to international information; 

ÅConsider within its activities the needs of developing

countries and countries in transition fully; and 

ÅDesign, produce, and promote efficient tools for decision

making on matters related to roads and related transport.

ÅThe Association mobilizes the expertise of its members

ÅThrough operations guided by a 4-year Strategic Plan 
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Knowledge exchange:

The core of PIARC

Å PIARC mobilises international road and transport experts 
through more than 20 groups:

Å Ad-hoc dialogue among peers

Å Network building

Å Joint work towards commonly-agreed deliverables

Å Our deliverables are widely accessible:

Å Reports, available in English, French and Spanish

Å Seminars or workshops

Å Online manuals

Å Software and tools

Å PIARC Congresses are world-class focus points for:

Å Dissemination of these deliverables

Å Further discussions
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Extensive membership base

Å 121 National governments are members of the 

Association

ÅMembers from a total of 140 countries

Å Regional authorities

Å Public and private members: industry, research etc.

Å Individual members

ÅMore than 1 200 experts are currently mobilised

in our working groups
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42 National Committees

Objectives:

Å Facilitate national 

exchanges on 

roads and road 

transport

Å Promote the work 

of PIARC

Å Liaise with national 

experts and issues

Å Algeria, Argentina, Australia (Austroads ), Austria,

Å Belgium, Benin, Burkina Faso,

Å Cameroon, Canada, Canada-Quebec, Chile, Congo,           

Czech Republic,

Å Dominican Republic,

Å Ecuador,

Å France,

Å Germany, Greece, Hungary,

Å India, Ireland, Italy, Japan,

Å Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Morocco,

Å New Zealand (Austroads ),

Å Paraguay, Poland, Portugal, Romania,

Å Senegal, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, South Korea, 

Spain, Switzerland,

Å United Kingdom, United States (AASHTO), Uruguay
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Numerous and diverse outputs
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Å Technical committee reports

Å 40 reports in 2012 ï2015

Å Available free of charge

Å International seminars and workshops

Å 26 seminars and 7 workshops in 2012-2015

Å The Winter Road and World Road Congresses

Å Andorra 2014, Gdansk 2018

Å Seoul 2015, Abu Dhabi 2019

Å Routes/Roads magazine

Å Trilingual quarterly

PIARC outputs (1/2)
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PIARC outputs (2/2)

Å Online Road Dictionary

Å Online manuals:

Å Road safety web-manual

Å RNO and ITS web-handbook

Å Road Tunnels web-manual

Åé

Å Snow and Ice databook

Å Software

Å HDM-4

Å DG-QRAM
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Downloadable pdf files

Available for free at www.piarc.org

Å Cycle 2012-2015:

Å 40 technical reports were

produced by the Technical

Committees

Å Being published

Å Cycle 2016-2017: 54 new 

reports

PIARC reports

http://www.piarc.org/fr/publications/rapports-techniques/?catalog-topic=general&catalog-size=10&catalog-sort=date&catalog-offset=0&=OK
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Services available:

ÅKnowledge Base

ÅVirtual Library

ÅOnline road dictionary

ÅCongress proceedings

ÅDetailed information on the Association and its

activities

ÅEtc.

An extensive website:

www.piarc.org
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Å Technical Dictionary of Road 

Terms

Å Mainly: English, French, German, 

Portuguese, and Spanish

Å Plus 32 other languages

Å 8th edition

Å Online, free of charge

Online road dictionary



Échanger connaissances et techniques sur les routes et le transport routier / Exchange knowledge and techniques on roads and road transportation

Å Quarterly magazine

Å Articles cover emerging road and road transport issues

Å English, French and Spanish

Å Print and online distribution

Å 5,700 copies, readership in more than 140 countries

Å Online version: routesroadsmag.piarc.org

Routes / Roads
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Online Manuals :

Easy access to knowledge

Å Four online manuals have been developed by the 

Association:

Å Road safety

Å Road network operations and ITS

Å Road Tunnels

Å Asset management

Å Two more are planned

Å Comprehensive, state-of-the-art references

Å Easy and attractive to use:

Å Free of charge

Å Case studies

Å Links to detailed technical material and other 

references

Å Can be downloaded and printed in chapters
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PIARC Online Road Safety Manual:

A comprehensive resource

Å http://roadsafety.piarc.org/en

Å Designed to help countries at every stage of 
infrastructure development fulfil road safety 
objectives

Å It includes new thinking on road safety and offers a 
clear argument on why adopting a Safe System 
approach is crucial for your country

Å A comprehensive, state-of-the-art international 
reference document and a ñlivingôò tool that can 
assist all countries in fulfilling key objectives

Å The Road Safety Manual has 
been acknowledged in United Nations' 
resolution A/70/L.44 on road safety
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PIARC Online Road Safety Manual:

Free of charge

Å http://roadsafety.piarc.org/en

Å Free of charge

Å Available in English

Å French and Spanish versions are being developed with 
the World Bank

Å Key principles for each of the topics are included and 
discussed in the sections - 3 Main Parts, 12 chapters

Å Case studies and links to detailed technical material and 
other references

Å Can be downloaded and printed in chapters
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PIARC Online Safety Manual

Global Steering Committee



Why a Road Safety Manual

ÅA global crisis of death and serious injury in road 

crashes

ÅA largely preventable problem

ÅSafe Systems Approach is recommended for 

adoption in all countries

ÅLeadership and institutional capacity are vital for 

results

ÅAn urgent development priority



Foundation: 
Safe Systems Approach

ÅShift from crash prevention in general towards 

prevent deaths and injuries

ÅDirectly addresses the needs of vulnerable road 

users and others

ÅEncourages safety to be designed into developing 

road networks rather than being considered an 

afterthought



http://roadsafety.piarc.org

http://roadsafety.piarc.org/


Chapter 1: Scope of Road Safety Problem

Chapter 2: Key Developments in Road Safety

PART 1

STRATEGIC GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE

http://roadsafety.piarc.org

http://roadsafety.piarc.org/


Chapter 3: The Road Safety Management System

Chapter 4: The Safe System approach

Chapter 5: Effective management and use of safety data

Chapter 6: Road safety targets, investment strategies, plans, and projects

PART 2

ROAD SAFETY MANAGEMENT

http://roadsafety.piarc.org

http://roadsafety.piarc.org/


Chapter 7: Roles, responsibilities, policy development, and programmes

Chapter 8: Design for road user characteristics and compliance

Chapter 9: Infrastructure Safety Management: Policies, standards, 

guidelines, and tools

Chapter 10: Assessing potential risks and identifying issues

Chapter 11: Intervention selection and prioritisation

Chapter 12: Monitoring and evaluation of road safety interventions

PART 3

PLANNING, DESIGN & OPERATION

http://roadsafety.piarc.org

http://roadsafety.piarc.org/


Resolution adopted by the General Assembly nr. 70/260

Improving global road safety

adopted on 15 April 2016 - diffused on 2 May 2016


