Appendix 6
Profile of State Agency Implementation Efforts: Strategy 15.1 D2
Emphasis Area: Reducing alcohol-related collisions  

Strategy Name and Number: Strategy 15.1 D2: Require Ignition Interlocks as a Condition for License Reinstatement
Agency and Jurisdiction: Hancock County, Indiana
Problem(s) Identified:  
An alcohol ignition interlock is a device that is installed on a DWI offender’s vehicle that prevents it from being started if the driver has been drinking. Although this is a proven effective strategy for reducing impaired driving, less than 5% of eligible offenders in most jurisdictions have an interlock installed on their vehicle. 
Goals and Objectives Established:
Much greater use of ignition interlocks is needed in the United States. Interlocks allow DWI offenders to resume driving after a period of license suspension or revocation but prevent the offender from driving after drinking.

Description of Strategy Implemented:

Hancock County Court in Indiana requires most DWI offenders to have an ignition interlock installed on their vehicle as a condition of probation. To motivate offenders to participate in the program, the court threatens more severe penalties, such as jail or electronically monitored house arrest, for those offenders who do not install an interlock. A recent study compared the recidivism rate of offenders in Hancock County with six nearby counties that did not have an ignition interlock program.
Summary of Implementation Effort (Lessons Learned):  
Seventy percent (70%) of DWI offenders in Hancock County were sentenced to the interlock program.  Some offenders could not be sentenced to the program, for example, those who did not own vehicles or those who lived out of state.  In total, 62% of offenders successfully entered the interlock program.  This is considerably higher than the low participation rates (<10%) that are typically achieved with interlock programs.  This suggests that threats of severe sanctions (e.g., jail) have the potential to increase offender participation in interlock programs.  
Summary of Results:   
The interlock program in Hancock County was highly effective in reducing recidivism among DWI offenders.  Offenders had substantially lower recidivism rates than offenders in the comparison counties.  This was true of both first DWI offenders and multiple offenders. 
Contact Persons and Information:
Robert B. Voas, Kenneth O. Blackman, A. Scott Tippetts and Paul R. Marques “Evaluation of a program to motivate impaired driving offenders to install ignition interlocks,” Accident Analysis & Prevention, Volume 34, Issue 4, July 2002, 449-455.
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